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Text of the Loesson, Luke I 57.80.
Memory Verses, 76, 77—Golden Text.
Loke i, 8—Commentary Prepared by
Rev. D. M. Stearns.

Will some one tell why the visit of

Come in and secul.e bargains in Gabriel o Mury, with the most won-
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derful announcement ever made to any
mortal, 18 wholly omitted. and the
Christmas lesson of Dec. 24 agaln as-
signed for Feb. 4% It s not ours to
reason why, but simply to pray, Lord
talk with us by the way and open to
us the Scriptures. May each one ow
tice and firmly belleve the assurance
of the supernatural birth and Mary's
| acceptance of it, perhaps little dream-
Ing the cost to herself of such an bhon-
or iverses 35, 3%, Then notice the
plaln and simple prediction concern:
ing the throne of David and the com-
ing kingdom (verses 30-33). See Ellzu-
beth and Zacharins filled with the
Hely Spirit and note all their words
(verses 41, 67). Observe carefully the
| R V. of verse 37, "No word from
God sball be vold of power” 1 have
In my mind assoclated with this lsa
Iv, 11, It shall not retorn unto me
vold, but it shall accomplish that which
1 please™ When Elizabeth, filled with
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the Holy Spirit, sald, “Blessed Is she
that belleved, for there shall be a per
formance of those things which were
told ber from the Lord” (verse 40
| then Mary burst forth with, *My soul
| doth megnify the Lord., and my spirit
bath rejolced in God my Saviour,” clos

to Abraham and to his seed forever.”

of Hanneh's prayer or song in 1 Sam

born of His anointed.” This Is the
first reference to Christ as the Messinh
or inted one. Compare John i, 41
The son of Elizabeth belng born at the
full time and the elghth day, or time
for circumcision, baving come, there
was a lttle perplexity about & name
for the boy, as some would have him
called by tis father's pmame, bhut his
mother sald, “He shall be called Jobn."
They made algns to his father, who, to
the surprise of all, wrote, “His name Is
John" (verses G7-63). See verse 18 and
find the other six who were called by
name before they were born, two of
them several bundred years before, or
At least one.

Notice the relense of Zacharias from
his afiction which came upon him be-
| vause of unbellef, Faith in Jesus
Christ, the reception of Him as one's
personal Bavieur, not only delivers
from the wrath te come, but delivers
from all bondage. The truth shall
make you free. If the Son shall make
you free ye shall be free indeed (lohn
vili, 32, 36). The hand of the Lord
upon the child reminds us that he was
to be filled with the Spirit from hie
birth (verses 10, 60), and the two say-
ings make us think of Ezek. Hi, 14;
vill, 3. This is your need and mine
dear reader, the haud of the Lord upon
us and the Ioly Spirit filling and
coptrolling. From verse 67 to the last
verse of the chapter we have the say
ings of Spirit filled Zacharias, telling

OPPOSITE BAPTIST CHURCH | us of the kingdom which would have
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come had the people been willing to
recelve John and Jesus and the king-
dom, but which, becanse of thelr re-
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jection of all, is still in nbeyance, wait-
ing for the King to come ngnin in
glory to set up His kingdom of peace
and righteousness. He had spoken by
the mouth of all His holy prophets In
all the Old Testament Scriptures con-
| corning a kingdom to include all na-
tions, with Israel 4 redeemed people at
the center (verses 68-70; Ps. lxxil, 11,
| 18; lxvdl, 1-T; Isu. U, 14; Ix, 1-22, and
everywhere). The prophets told, how-
ever, of A Messlah who would be de-
spilsed and rejected and be cut off and
have nothing 68 well as a Messinh who
as son of David would sit on Duvid's
throne (Isa. Ili: Dan. vil. 13, 14; ix,
| 20 margim), but they did not tell of
! the long interval of this preseut age
between the sufferings and the glory.
'| when during the postponement of the
! kingdom and the seattering of larne!
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| with Him when the kingdom comes
| This was reserved to be communionted
to Panl and through him to us.  See
Rom. xvi, 25-27; =i, 25-27; Eph. M

kingdom until His return see Luke xix,
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11-13; Acta (I, 20, 21. and notive the
| Joyful worship of the disciples when
| they understood that He would come
lagata in dus time to fulfil all the
lpmph-cka concerning His kipgdom
| (Luke xxiv, 20-27, 44-53). The words of
| Zacharias and of all the propbets sbal)
| ba as Hternlly falfilled as were all the

predictions concerning His birth and
| bumilation, and the tme draws ever
| nearer. Meantime while we wait for

the Iteral fulfillment on [luruel we

may fnd In our lives, as His redeomed

ones by His preclous blood, maay
| fulfillment and manifestation of these
| preclous words. If wa are in Christ
| we mre dellvered from the wruth to
[muu and are the seed of Abraham
| and jolnt heirm with Him of the whole
| world (1. Thess. 1, 10: Mom. Iv. 13:
will, 17: Gal 1. 200, Whether salva-
ton be luMvidan! or oatlonal, 1t must
bae through the houss of David and the
| King of the Jaws, for salvation ts of
| the Jews, and there Js none other (John
fv, 22: Aetu by, 12V, [f we are Fls re-
deemed ones, walting for the kinsdom,

Virginia we may by = zeace serve Him with.

out fear lo hollurss sud cigbleousnees.
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Lesson I.—First Quarter, For

ing with. “As He spake to our fathers, |
Many of Mary's utterances remind us |

11, 1-10, closing with, “He shall give |
strength nnto His King and exalt the |

|
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For the Children

A Fungus That Grows
Over an Inch a Minute.

David Falrchild, M. 8¢, in charge of
the department of foreign seced and
plant introduction, department of ag-
ricmlture, writes In regard to the ae-
compunying picture:

“This mushroom, the dictyophora.
| or ‘net bearer,” grows in the Jungles of
| Javn, where it frequently attalns a
| befglt of six or elght inches. 1 tried
to photograph it by time exposure, but
fulled, for the reason that It grew so
rapidly during the exposure that the
| outlines were blurred on the plate
| The accompanying photograph was fc-
| cordingly taken by ‘quick exposure,’ al-
most a snapshot.™

This statement was sent to Profes-
sor Charles H. Peck, Albany, N, Y.,
an expert on fungous growths, and he
replles:

“The inguiry concerning the rapidity
of development of the phalloid fungus
figured therein is a perfectly matural
one, for this marvelous growth seems
at first thought too great to be credi-
bl Nevertheleas these fungl grow
very rapidly when they have begun
o elongate their stemsa In Mr. C. G.
Lloyd's Myrological Notes he Mllus-
tretes photographleally the develop-
ment of Phallus aurantincus, which in
nne minute lengthened {ts stem from
Ax lines to twentyv-one lines, The ac-
val Increase In length was fifteen
lines, or one and one-quarter inches.
in one minnte. This is not the snme
apecies as that ealled ‘the dictyapho-
ra* in your example, but it is n confir-
wation of the probable correctness of
hs surprising statement made by Dr
Falrohild."—8t, Nicholas.

Game of Trades.

A Jolly Ittle gnme Jfor children to
purticipate in of evenings after study
hour 8 called *“the trades” and I8
played in the followlng manner

Each participant chooses a  trade,
which he exerclses in accordance with
the style of the trade. The shoemaker
mends shoes, the carpenter saws
bonrds, the painter palnts o portrait.
the lapndress wasbes linen in a tub.
the cook stirs a eake. the locksmith
hammers a lock, nnd the spinner turns
A wheel,

Onie of the party s chosen as leader,
Then all get into a cirele, elther sit-
ting or standing, and begin exercising
according to thelr indlvidual vocations,
When the leader tires of his or her
trade be or she quickly takes up that
of the boy or girl seated to the right,
and Instantly all leave off their own
trade and begin imitating the move-
ments of the right hand neighbor.
This throws the leadership to the play-
er sented ut the original leuder's left,
who takes up the trade abandoned by
the first leader. 1f one of the players
makes o mistake he must pay u forfeit.

Conundrums.

What is the grentest surgical opera-
tion the United States has ever known?
Lansing, Michigan.

On which side of a pitcher should the
Bandle always be put? On the outside.

In which campaign was the hero
Atilla killed? The lnst one.

Why s a colt Hke an egg? It must
e brokeu before it can be used.

What root must you hold in your
hand to stop toothsche? The root of
the tooth that saches.—Philadelphia
Ledger.

Origin of Sizkiyou.

Blakiyou, county In Cullfornia and
mountaing In Oreron. By some au-
thoritles It 1% sald to be n corraption of
the original nume given the district in
California by the French—slx cailloux,
mesning “#lx bowllers”™ Others state
that it is an Indian word meaning
“bobtalled horse”” the mountains be
tween Callfornfa and Oregon haviog
been so numpd because n fumons bob-
tulled race horse was lost an the trall
=TTulted States Goologleal Rorvey.

The Wayside Inns.
When autumn goes and cold bagine
Gurests flock to all the wayside inns.
Wihile clonds hane jow and snowflakes fly
They hold thelr dulnty revelry.
The flowere are pons that summer knew,
Long sinco the summer's songsters flow,
fut atill remaln the sturdy weeda
That know the little sparrows’ nesds.

Though mapless stalks are brown and dry,

The weeds =t bear thelr feasts on high.

Thoe goldfipch here may eat s 10,

The junco lunch on swerds at will,

We never pralsed {n hrighter hours

Thelr pobor huss nmong the fowers

WWhat need Rpve ther of human words

Who bring such joy fo all the birds?
=Youth's Companlon, .
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Couldn’t Walk!

“l used to be troubled with a weakness peculiar to
women,” writes Mrs. Anna Jones, of Kenny, lIl. “For
nearly a year, 1 could not walk, without holding my sides,
I tried several different doctors, but | grew worse. Finally,
our druggist advised Cardui for my complaint. | was so
thin, my weight was 115. Now, 1 weigh 163, and | am
never sick. | ride horseback as good as ever. | am in
fine health at 52 years.”

TAKE

CARDUI Womaen
J 1 Woman's Tonic
We have thousands of such letters, and more are
arriving daily. Such earnest testimony from those who
have tried it, surely proves the great value of this vegeta-

ble, tonic medicine, for women.

Cardui relieves women's sufferings, and builds weak
women to health and strength. l?a;ynumawcman.
it has hel a mil-

up
ﬁwe it a trial. It should help you, for
on others. It is made from pure, harmless, herb ingredi-

ents, which act promptly and surely on the womanl
It is a good tonic. %lryitl Yogdmnlsuallsil.,m

Write fo: Ladles' Advisery Dept., Chattancoga Maedicine Co., Chattanoogs, T
for Special Instructions, snd 64-page book, “Home Treatment for Wn-u."mkn.?ﬁ’
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